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The Birth of theThe Birth of the

Mavericks IndependentMavericks Independent

Baseball LeagueBaseball League
       In 2020, Major League Baseball made a decision to eliminate various
minor league teams across the country. Unfortunately after 26 years of an
outstanding relationship with the San Francisco Giants, as its Short Season
Class A Minor League affiliate, the Salem-Keizer Volcanoes were one of 43
teams eliminated. The Walker family, Jerry, Lisa and Mickey, had come to
that proverbial crossroads which the great Hall of Fame Yankee catcher,
Yogi Berra, said when that happens, “take it”; although he didn’t say which
way. After pouring their heart, soul and finances into moving their
franchise from Bellingham, Washington, in 1997, and going thru all the
trials and tribulations of finding available land, and city backing, they built  
Volcanoes Stadium - play was set to begin June 22, 1997.  Albeit, of only five
rainouts in 24 years, one was Opening Night in 1997 and the game was
postponed to the next night. There are the memories.  The most successful
team in the Northwest League with 7 Divisional Championships, and 5
Northwest League Championships. The pride in being named the 2007
Minor League Team of the Year in all of minor league baseball. The
memory of going four straight years never being out of first place in the
Northwest League (2006-2009), and winning the Championship three of
those four years. Yes, memories, memories, memories, but the crossroads
now faced them.     Yogi, which fork do we go down?
       One fork in the road would be to lockup the stadium, and move on with
new ventures, or even retirement and family travel. The other fork would
be to form a new independent baseball league. That fork would be
monumental and lined with a multitude of hurdles. High hurdles, not the
low hurdles you see ran in track. 
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       Stop to think a moment –The Walkers never had to deal with securing
qualified Managers, Coaches, Trainers, and oh, yes, players. The San
Francisco Giants did all that. And let’s see – that would not be for just one
team; that would be for four teams which they decided the league would be
comprised. So, four qualified Managers, Coaches, and twenty-two players on
each team, that would mean acquiring the services of eighty-eight players.
Where would these eighty plus players live as only a small handful would be
local?  Just one of the many questions that needed answers.  
     Developing a schedule – when would the new, exciting Mavericks
Independent Baseball League begin, what days of the week would they play,
what time of day would be best? With the Giants, 38 home games were played;
now it would be 96 home games. What about tryouts? When? Where? Who is
invited? Hurdles, hurdles, hurdles. What would be the names of the four
teams? Would they have any name recognition with the fans in the Greater
Willamette Valley?  What about qualified umpires for a new professional
league?  Where would they come from?  Oh, and we must sell tickets. After all,
that is the life blood of any minor league sport; you must have fans in the
stands.     Developing outstanding promotions which will draw the interest of
the fans, and bring them back again and again would be imperative.  Also, one
of the biggest hurdles to overcome – how do we let fans know who we are    
 without an affiliation to Major League baseball.  And we are not a Sunday
Town Team or Men’s League of years past. Now you get an idea of the
monumental tasks – and risks – the Walkers faced. So which fork did they
ultimately choose? And, Yogi – the answer is?
       Yogi, you would be pleased to know the decision was made to continue; to
form a new independent professional baseball league called the Mavericks
Independent Baseball League with four teams, self-contained at Volcanoes
Stadium.  All home games; no travel. The Walkers worked very hard for
months developing all aspects required of a brand new four-team league.       
The rights were secured to use the name and images of the iconic Portland
Mavericks who played in the Northwest League in Portland from 1973-1977.
They carried a very well-known reputation and exceptional following for five
years. Owned by television’s Bonanza star, Bing Russell, and managed by the
well-known, flamboyant Frank “the Flake” Peters of Oregon State University
fame, they were comprised by a colorful group of players including Bing’s son,
Hollywood star Kurt Russell. 



       They also secured the right to use the name and image of the longtime
professional baseball team in Salem, Oregon, the Salem Senators.  The
Senators began in 1940 and ran thru 1983 under various owners. The name
Salem Senators is very well-known in the Greater Willamette Valley, and
instantly recognizable. Of course, there would be the Salem-Keizer Volcanoes;
how could we be without one of the most recognizable names in all of minor
league baseball with their lovable Mascot, Crater. What about the fourth team.
Oregon, and especially the Greater Willamette Valley leads the world in many
agricultural commodities.  One of the reasons is the outstanding contribution
of the Latino field workers who do such a tremendous job, and in Spanish are
called Campesinos, or farm workers. So, to honor them and their
contributions to Oregon Agriculture, the fourth team became the Campesinos
de Salem-Keizer.  Another hurdle crossed, but yet many were lying ahead.
Logos, team colors, uniforms took months to develop, and the results have
been outstanding.  Other than Crater, three Mascots had to be created, and
what would they look like.  An exhausted search for the very best Managers –
those with extensive baseball backgrounds and the ability to teach – was a
monumental task. Hard work and perseverance paid off as three very
qualified Managers with extensive major league backgrounds were contracted
– Alan Embree who pitched in the major leagues for seventeen years, and
holds a World Series ring with the Boston Red Sox – Daniel Robertson who
played major league outfield for the Texas Rangers, Anaheim Angels, Seattle
Mariners, and Cleveland Indians – Tony Torcato who was the San Francisco
Giants first round draft pick in 1998, played for the Volcanoes in 1998, and
made it to the big leagues with the San Francisco Giants playing four years,
and a few more years with the Seattle Mariners and Chicago White Sox – and
Dave Wong who was the longtime successful Head Coach of Willamette
University, also coached at the University of Portland, and was a very
successful coach at Oregon State University when the Beavers won the
National College World Series.  Another hurdle crossed, but still can’t see the
light at the end of the tunnel...
       Yogi, we are getting closer to our new dream – a very exciting, new
independent professional baseball league. On January 26, 2021, the new
venture was unveiled, and press releases went out. 
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       Tryouts were scheduled for April 3rd and a “global call for players” went
viral. The League was inundated with inquiries as to who we were, what were
our plans, what would be the makeup of the teams, and the age range of
inquires was incredible – 17 to 41.     Yogi, we now know we took the right “fork
in the road”.  We have something going; something very, very worthwhile, and
something very, very special. The pieces were coming together – beautiful
Volcanoes Stadium, quality Managers and Coaches, incredible team
recognition – ok, the Campesinos will catch on – new uniforms, Mascots
(sorry Crater, you are 24 years old, but still the crowd favorite), logos, colors,
new enticing ticket plans, and a brand, new enthusiasm going forward.  The
incomparable Jack Cain, a dean of baseball in the State of Oregon was tapped
as the League Commissioner adding instant credibility to the new league.
       April 3rd was a monumental day in the history of the Mavericks
Independent Baseball League – the first-ever open tryout. Nearly 100
prospects stood in line waiting for the stadium gate to open. Players of all
abilities – many former professional players and a lot of college players mixed
in between. Enthusiasm was at a fever pitch.  All wanted to be part of the new
league. Jerry Howard, Director of Player Personnel, was inundated with
inquires; a total surpassing 400 as to how they could become part of the
Mavericks League. Inquiries came from Spain, Australia, the Dominican
Republic, Venezuela, New York, Florida, Texas, Arizona, California, Ohio,
Iowa, Utah, Washington and Oregon to name a few. 
       April 9th, 2021 was another monumental day in Mavericks Independent
Baseball League history – the draft. League Commissioner Jack Cain presided
over the 22-round draft as the four Managers gobbled up the best players on
the board. All of a sudden, Yogi, we could see the light at “the end of the
tunnel”. The Walkers, and others, had put in a myriad of hard, long, tenuous,
nerve-racking work and devotion – but the new product was something to
which to be very proud.  A new entity was born – the Mavericks Independent
Baseball League. Goodbye Northwest League of Professional Baseball. We
enjoyed 24 great years together, but we are moving on. Yogi, thanks for your
outstanding advice. When forced with “coming to the fork in the road”, yes, it
is a monumental gamble, but experience, wisdom, thought, careful planning
and plain old hard work took us down the right fork. The brand new, exciting
Mavericks Independent Baseball League finally got to Opening Day, 2021, on
May 13th as the Salem-Keizer Volcanoes hosted the Portland Mavericks, and
what a beautiful opening it was. 



       Dignitaries were found throughout the Stadium and original Portland
Mavericks from the ‘70’s – Frank Peters, John Dunn and Don Heuberger –
were on hand to throw a Ceremonial 1st Pitch. Even Former Cy Young Award
Winner Eric Gagne was in attendance.  The incredible Salem SenateAires
sang a beautiful rendition of the National Anthem, and many “firsts” were
established as it was the first game in Mavericks League history such as
Volcanoes pitcher Logan Dubbe throwing the very first pitch at 7:09 pm.
Shortstop Rodny Rodriguez of the Portland Mavericks was the very first
batter in Mavericks League history, the first base hit was off the bat of Matt
Holiday, and the first homerun wat hit by the Mavericks Drake Zarate. The
first RBI was by CJ Epperson, and the first walk was issued to Garrett Keuber
of the Volcanoes. The first winning pitcher was Luke Kelly in relief. John
Ritacco and Doug Groat were the first two umpires of the new league. Oh,
yes, the Portland Mavericks won the very first game in Mavericks League
history 4-2. What a memorable night! So many hurdles had been successfully
crossed, but wait – there is still a long, long way to go. New successful
entities are a marathon; not a 100-meter sprint.
    Since Opening Night, the season went very well. The Campesinos
established themselves as the team to beat consistently maintaining a six to
seven game lead over the other three teams, with the Portland Mavericks and
Salem-Keizer Volcanoes pretty evenly matched, and battling for the second
and third spots going into the September playoffs. The Salem Senators 
 struggled throughout the year, but were very competitive in many games,
and were very capable of upsetting any of the other three teams.
       Volcanoes Stadium's Nationally Recognized and Honored Annual
Patriotic Tribute took place on July 4th.  The 14th version of this marquee
event was very successful and featured many outstanding men and women.
Heroes who have been in brutal combat in Iraq, Afghanistan, other Middle-
Eastern countries, and even Vietnam. The featured Soldier was Green Beret
Staff Sergeant Reuben Silva who spent several years in the United States
Navy and the United States Army Special Forces. Highly decorated, he has
the Silver Wings Upon His Chest, as he is a Green Beret. Also, a very special
thanks to Combat Veterans Major General Curt Loop, ajor General Dennis
Klein, Colonel George Lanning, Colonel Karl Wright, Captain Woody
Tiernan, Commander Jim Lowder, 1st Sergeant Jeremy Herr, 1st Sergeant
Allen Truesdale, and Sergeant Nicky Colon and his dog, Sergeant Bear. 
 Chief Master Sergeant Denise Phillips treated us to beautiful songs.
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       As the “Dog Days of August” were upon us – you remember those, Yogi –
there is a “Light at the End of the Tunnel”. August, 2021, were grueling. Hot
days, the majority of the players had been away from their family and friends
for a long time, and luckily, they were in great hands living with our wonderful,
incredible Host Families, and we thank Host Family Coordinator, Judy
Fromherz, for her tremendous dedication to the project of matching up players
with the right Host Families. Competition remained very keen, and each game,
except a couple, were “nail-biters” thru the 9th inning each night. The Salem
Senators got better and better throughout the season, and the Volcanoes,
Mavericks and Campesinos could not take them lightly.  The Campesinos
remained the most successful team during the regular season finishing at 35-9
under the leadership of former major leaguer, Manager Daniel Robertson. The
Volcanoes finished second at 28-17, and the Portland Mavericks ended the
regular season in third place with an 18-26 record.
       But Yogi, there is still one hurdle to jump. What playoff format should we
adopt? Should number 4, the Salem Senators play number 3, the Portland
Mavericks, and that winner play number 2, the Salem-Keizer Volcanoes, then
that winner play the Campesinos? Or perhaps, the winner of the regular
season, the Campesinos de Salem-Keizer, play the fourth-place team, the
Salem Senators, and the second-place team, the Salem-Keizer Volcanoes play
the third-place team, the Portland Mavericks? Well, Yogi, you will be pleased to
know the League went with the latter. Thursday, September 2, 2021, was a very
exciting evening as the first-ever 2021 Mavericks League “Winner Takes All -
Sudden Elimination” play-in game unfolded as the regular-season winner,
Campesinos de Salem-Keizer trailed the Senators by the score of 3-2 heading
into the bottom of the 8th inning. A two-run homerun by Campesinos Colin
Runge ended up being the difference against upset-minded, Salem Senators.
You remember, Yogi, we said the Senators were getting better and better every
game under the leadership of Oregon State University Championship Coach,
Dave Wong. The Senators upset dream lasted until the alarm clock rang when
Runge blasted the ball out of Volcanoes Stadium leading to a 5-3 defeat. The
Campesinos would go to the first-ever “Winner Takes All” Championship game
on Saturday, September 4th . 
      Friday, September 3, 2021, featured the same dramatic action as the number
two regular-season team, the Salem-Keizer Volcanoes defeated the number-
three regular-season team, the Portland Mavericks, by a similar score, 



 7-3, and the stage was set for the very first “Winner Takes All” Championship
game on Saturday, September 4, 2021 – the two best regular-season teams –
the Campesinos de Salem-Keizer battling the Salem-Keizer Volcanoes. The
Campesinos were the team to pick, Yogi, for a true baseball purist as they had
the best pitching depth, the league’s number one pitcher, Colby Nealy (11-1
during the season) starting, and arguably the best defense. However, the
scrappy, hard-fighting Salem-Keizer Volcanoes under the leadership of
former major leaguer, and former Salem-Keizer Volcanoes himself, Tony
Torcato, were the crowd sentimental favorites. A David and Goliath game,
perhaps not, but the stage was set for a dramatic ending.
       Saturday, September 4, 2021, was an evening to remember for a long time;
like you winning the World Series, Yogi. The stage was set – the second largest
crowd in Mavericks League history – after the 4th of July – and they were
electric. They were loud, and supportive, and there was no doubt which team
each rooted for. The concourse was bursting at its seams. Enthusiasm was
over the top when the underdog Volcanoes took the early lead. In the third
inning, the power and superiority of the Campesinos came to life, and they
went on to win the very hard-fought game 9-5. What an evening for a baseball
purist like yourself, Yogi.
       The most-beautiful “Winner Takes All” Championship Trophy the Walker
family could bestow on the 2021 Inaugural Season Mavericks League
Champions was presented to the Campesinos de Salem-Keizer by League
Commissioner Jack Cain, and the champagne was uncorked ending the
hurdle-filled, storied season of the 2021 Mavericks Independent Baseball
League. The 2021 Inaugural Season of the Mavericks Independent Baseball
League was very successful in many aspects, albeit, still young, and still
learning. The blood, the sweat, the tears, the planning, the perseverance, the
patience of the Walker family, and the cast who surrounded them, paid off. Is
there still a lot of work to do during the off-season to improve upon and better
the league – absolutely, but the ground work has been laid and on a very solid
foundation.
       Thanks, Yogi, you helped guide us with your inspirational words when we
faced the “Fork in the Road” -- you said “Take It”, and the Walker family –
Jerry, Lisa and Mickey – listened, Yogi, and took the right fork. Absolutely!
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  Welcome to Keizer! We are so happy you are here with us at the
inaugural season of the Mavericks Independent Baseball League. This
hometown venue is pleased to welcome the professional baseball players
and staff to our community for a wonderful season of family fun and
lifelong happy memories. 
   Keizer invites you to visit our great restaurants and shops. Open and
ready to welcome you back in 2021, be sure to check out our many points
of interest, like our public art and murals and our 19 parks that include
the Big Toy playground (with a Volcanoes slide!), sports courts, nature
trails, sand volleyball, and a dog park. The Keizer Cultural Center at the
Heritage Center features our live theater, community library, art gallery
and heritage museum. 
    The Mavericks League has continued the ongoing commitment to their
strong support for many great Keizer and Salem schools and non-
profits. The Cancer Awareness weekend continues to provide timely
support, information and encouragement in our fight against cancer. 

Cathy Clark, Mayor

   The Patriotic Tribute Weekend expresses
our deep appreciation and rightly honors the
men and women who serve in our armed
forces. And our community strongly supports
the ongoing work for our military service
members and their families continues year
round. 
  Games at the Mavericks Independent
Baseball League at Volcanoes stadium are
wonderful family summer fun. If you are here
with a group for a night of baseball, we are so
glad you and your business or organization
chose us for your celebration. 
  Welcome to the Mavericks League at
Volcanoes Stadium and welcome to Keizer! 

MAYOR'S WELCOMEMAYOR'S WELCOME
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Moving on...        

The Mavericks League

       The Walker Family wishes to thank all the Volcanoes fans and
marketing partners who have made the last 24 seasons of Salem-
Keizer baseball  a great joy for us.

  
      While we may no longer be a "MLB" affiliate, we are determined to
continue High Level (in some cases even higher level) baseball in our
community. 
       There will be  obvious differences going forward between what was
once known as Minor League Baseball and Independent League
Baseball. No longer will MLB affiliated communities have "All Star"
games and post-season games will not be played in some Leagues.
However, the Mavericks League will continue the long-cherished
tradition of a Home Run Derby, Playoff and Championship games at
Volcanoes Stadium. 
      Your new Mavericks League will grow and offer many great baseball
players a chance to go on and perhaps appear on an MLB team. Our
players hail from all over the World. 

       In addition to the Salem-Keizer Volcanoes, our new teams are The
Portland Mavericks, the Salem Senators and The Campesinos de
Salem-Keizer.  We will introduce you to the Managers in this
Yearbook. 

   Please know we are working  hard under most unusual
circumstances that do not need great explanation. Yet, we do want to
hear from our fans. Please reach out with suggestions!

-The Walkers
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Beatrice Lee (McNair) Howard
Born: 10/20/1945
Died: 1/4/2021

Bea was raised in Coquille, OR, and graduated from Coquille High School in
1964. She is the mother of Bridgitte Murray of Junction City, OR, and Eddie
Marsh of Pollock, Texas. Bea married Jerry Howard on 12/23/1983 in
Coquille. She has two step-children: Cari Lynn Blocker of Flower Mound,
Texas, and Terra Lyn Ortega of Poulsbo, WA. She spent over a decade
working as the Office Manager/Director of Ticket Sales for the Salem-
Keizer Volcanoes and will be greatly missed. She held the same position
with the Spokane Indians from 1984-1987.

IN MEMORY OFIN MEMORY OF
Bea Howard

 
The Volcanoes were tremendously saddened at the passing of long-time
friend and staff member Bea Howard. Bea thoroughly enjoyed Volcanoes'
fans and her many friendships developed at Volcanoes Stadium. May she
Rest in Peace.

Among the friendships
Bea Howard (right)

developed during her
time with the Volcanoes

was with legendary
Major Leaguer Vida Blue.
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STAFF DIRECTORYSTAFF DIRECTORY

Jerry Walker
 President and General Manager

Lisa  Walker
 Vice President

Jerry Howard
Director of Player Personnel

Kimberly Speer
 Box Office Manager

Kelly Ireland
 Outside Sales Representative

Dylan Vega
 Sales Representative 

and Clubhouse Manager

Stephen Lilly
Director of Ticket Operations

Mickey Walker
 Chief Executive Officer

Kevyn Tibbot
 

Director of Game Day Operations
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Merchandise Manager

Thank you for your support!

Acorn Dentistry, Agri-Plas, Capitol Auto Group, Center 50+, Coca Cola, Courthouse Athletic Club, 

Emery & Sons Construction, Enchanted Child Care, Farmer’s Insurance Group, Fast Undercar, 

Garibay Group Realty Solutions, Gentlemen's choice, Green Acres Landscape, 

Grove, Mueller, & Swank, PC, Helena, Hi Corp Steel buildings, IS Living, Keizer Vision Source, 

KYKN Radio, Legacy Health, Les Schwab Tire Center, McDonald’s, McNary Golf Course, 

Newman Paving, Northwest Natural Gas, Oregon Community Credit Union, 

Oregon Oncology Specialists Dr. Bud Pierce, Pacific Office Automation, Patient Support Services, 

PT Northwest, Salem Blue, Sully Construction, The Gatti Law Firm, Western Beverage

Our PartnersOur Partners



Proudly serving the

Salem-Keizer community

for 50 years





       Alan pitched for the Cleveland Indians (1992, 1995-1996), Atlanta Braves (1997-
1998), Arizona Diamondbacks (1998), San Francisco Giants (1999-2001), Chicago
White Sox (2001), San Diego Padres (2002), Boston Red Sox (2002-2005), New York
Yankees (2005), San Diego Padres (2006), Oakland Athletics (2007-2008), and
Colorado Rockies (2009).
       In 2004, Alan recorded the final out against the New York Yankees in Game 7 of
the 2004 ALCS, and the Boston Red Sox went on to win the World Series, and Alan
received his World Series ring on Opening Day, 2005. On July 7, 2000, Alan became
only the second major league pitcher to win a game without throwing a pitch. This
was because he was able to pick Austin Kearns of the Washington Nationals off at
first base. His last major league appearance was July 10, 2009, for the Colorado
Rockies.

       Alan Embree was a three-
sport letterman at Prairie High
School in Brush Prairie, WA,
where he won All-Conference
Honors & a State Championship
in baseball. On June 5, 1989, Alan
was drafted by the Cleveland
Indians in the 5th round of the
1989 amateur draft. The left-
handed pitcher relied primarily
on two pitches – a 90-95 mph
four-seam fastball and a
devastating slider. Alan made his
Major League debut with the
Cleveland Indians on September
15, 1992. He pitched in the big
leagues for 16 years where in 882
games, he pitched 774 innings
with 691 strikeouts.

SPOTLIGHT:SPOTLIGHT:  
ALAN EMBREEALAN EMBREE

 Mavericks Manager 
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       He played four seasons at the major league level which included 148 games, he
hit 18 doubles, two triples and a home run, accumulating 36 RBI’s, and 6 stolen
bases, and finished with a major league career batting average of .262. His last
major league appearance was on June 25, 2017, with the Cleveland Indians. He then
signed a minor league contract with the Arizona Diamondbacks. Including his
major and minor-league play, Daniel played in nearly 1,200 games, hitting 230
doubles, 44 triples, 44 home runs, and 479 RBI’s. 
       While playing for the San Diego Padres, Daniel spent the 2008 summer with the
Eugene Emeralds, and was honored at the end of the season by being selected as
the 2008 Northwest League Most Valuable Player.
       Daniel is not a stranger to Independent League Baseball having played for the
Sugar Land Skeeters of the Atlantic League of Professional Baseball in 2018, the
Kansas City T-Bones of the American Association League of Independent Baseball
in 2019, and the Cleburne Railroaders of the American Association in 2019. Daniel
also coached at his Alma Mater, Oregon State University.

SPOTLIGHT:SPOTLIGHT:  

DANIEL ROBERTSONDANIEL ROBERTSON
 

      Former Big Leaguer, Daniel
Robertson, was born and raised in
Fontana, California, and attended
and played baseball for Oregon State
University. The Beaver outfielder
was drafted by the San Diego Padres
in 2008, and on April 23, 2014, he was
traded to the Texas Rangers, and
called up to the major league the
same day, making his major league
debut on April 29, 2014.  Daniel
ended up spending eleven years in
professional baseball with the San
Diego Padres, Texas Rangers, Los
Angeles Angels, Seattle Mariners,
and Cleveland Indians.

Campesinos Manager 
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        In 2002, after 130 games in Fresno where he batted .290 with 13 homeruns and
23 doubles, Tony made his major-league debut on July 26th with the San Francisco
Giants as a starting right fielder against the Los Angeles Dodgers and hit a single in
his very first at-bat off the Dodgers Hideo Nomo. Tony played four season with the
Giants with a career batting average of .298. His last Major League game was April
21, 2005.
    After becoming a free agent after the 2005 season, Tony started the 2006 season
in the Italian Baseball League with Grosseto, then signed with the Chicago White
Sox, and was assigned to AAA Charlotte Knights. In 2007, he signed with the
Seattle Mariners before ending his career in Independent Baseball.

       2000 saw Tony playing at San Jose of the California League batting .324 with 7
homeruns, and 37 doubles before being promoted to AA Shreveport of the Texas
League. In 2001, Tony was promoted to AAA Fresno of the Pacific Coast League
where he batted .320.  

 
   

 Tony Torcato was born in
Woodland, California, and was
drafted in the 1st round, out of
Woodland High School, in the
1998 Major League Baseball Draft
by the San Francisco Giants.  
 The left-handed hitting
outfielder was assigned to the
Salem-Keizer Volcanoes for the
1998 season appearing in 59
games, batting .291 with 3
homeruns, 2 triples and 15
doubles. 
  In 1999, he was promoted to
Bakersfield of the High-A
California League where he
again batted .291 with 4
homeruns and 25 doubles.   

SPOTLIGHT:SPOTLIGHT:

TONY TORCATOTONY TORCATO

Volcanoes Manager



      He tied for second in the South Atlantic League in pitching appearances, and
tied for 7th in saves. The next year, Dave went 4-8 with 15 saves and a 1.79 ERA for
the Fort Myers Royals. He tied for third in the Florida State League with 49 games
pitched and was third in saves. Wong led Royals minor leaguers in saves while
placing 4th in games pitched. Wong was 5-3 with 7 saves and a 3.38 ERA in 50 games
for the 1983 Jacksonville Suns. He ended his career by going 2-0 with 2 saves and a
3.52 ERA for Fort Myers in 1984. 
        Wong was assistant coach at his alma mater in 1985-1986 and at the University
of Portland in 1987-1988. He was MVP of the 1988 National Baseball Congress
World Series as a member of the Everett Merchants. From 1991-2003, he was back
at Willamette University as head coach, going 287-221-3 and setting the school win
record. From 2006-2008, he was pitching coach of Oregon State University; his son
Joey was an infielder there in 2007-2008. Oregon State won the 2006 College World
Series and 2007 College World Series.

SPOTLIGHT:SPOTLIGHT:  

DAVE WONGDAVE WONG
       Dave Wong was All-Conference
as a college pitcher and was NAIA
All-American football defensive
end at Willamette University in
Salem, OR.   The Kansas City Royals
drafted Dave in the 19th round of
the 1980 amateur draft.  He was 2-2
with 5 saves and a 1.90 ERA in 24
games for the 1980 GCL Royals
Blue, allowing only 30 hits in 52
innings pitched.  He was third in
the Gulf Coast League in games
pitched, 9th in ERA, and tied for
third in saves.
       In 1981, the right-hander was 9-6
with 8 saves and a 2.52 ERA in 52
games for the Charleston Royals.    
 
 

 

Senators Manager 
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While there were many, over 100 played, these players formed the core of 
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#20 Nicholas
Prater

#8 Nick Ybarra #21 Parker Swindell 

#9 Rick Phillips #9 Riley Newman #2 Rob Brown #5 Rodny
Rodriguez

#2 Patrick Chung

#18 Sam
Lauderdale

#12 Sean Kiley #5 Sergio Rey #38 Seth Burris

#6 Matt
McDonald

#24 Matt Lokken#25 Matt
Holliday

#18 Nathan
Gilman



Filibuster, CHARGE, Campy, CRATER







Joe Nathan P 1997 4/21/1999 San Francisco 
Scott Linebrink P 1997 4/15/2000 San Francisco 
Ryan Vogelsong P 1998 9/2/2000 San Francisco 
Ryan Jensen P 1997 5/19/2001 San Francisco 
Chris Magruder OF 1999 9/2/2001 Texas 
Kurt Ainsworth P 1999 9/5/2001 San Francisco 
Cody Ransom SS 1998 9/5/2001 San Francisco 
Tony Torcato 3B-OF 1998 7/26/2002 San Francisco 
Kevin Joseph P 1997/98 8/1/2002 St. Louis 
Trey Lunsford C 2000 9/12/2002 San Francisco 
Jesse Foppert P 2001/06 4/14/2003 San Francisco 
Jerome Williams P 1999 4/26/2003 San Francisco 
Erasmo Ramirez P 1998 4/30/2003 Texas 
Jason Ellison OF 2000 5/9/2003 San Francisco 
Nate Bump P 1998 6/28/2003 Florida 
Kevin Correia P 2002 7/10/2003 San Francisco 
Noah Lowry P 2001 9/5/2003 San Francisco 
Lance Niekro 1B  2000 9/5/2003 San Francisco 
Felix Diaz P 2000 5/13/2004 Chicago White Sox 
Brad Hennessey P 2001 8/7/2004 San Francisco 
Justin Knoedler C 2001 10/3/2004 San Francisco 
Scott Munter P 2001/02 5/11/2005 San Francisco 
Jack Taschner P 1999 6/11/2005 San Francisco 
Adam Shabala OF 2000 6/16/2005 San Francisco 
Clay Hensley P 2002 7/20/2005 San Diego 
Francisco Liriano P 2001 9/5/2005 Minnesota 
Dan Ortmeier OF 2002 9/5/2005 San Francisco 
Doug Clark OF 1998 9/14/2005 San Francisco 
Travis Ishikawa 1B 2002/03 4/18/2006 San Francisco 
Francisco Santos 1B-OF 2000 6/18/2003 San Francisco 
Carlos Valderrama OF 1997/98/99 6/21/2003 San Francisco
Guillermo Rodriguez C 1997/98/99 6/13/2007 San Francisco

Kevin Frandsen 2B 2004 4/28/2006 San Francisco 
Boof Bonser P 2000 5/21/2006 Minnesota 
Jonathan Sanchez P 2004 5/28/2006 San Francisco 
Fred Lewis OF 2002 9/1/2006 San Francisco 
Brian Burres P 2001 9/8/2006 Baltimore 
Pat Misch P 2003 9/21/2006 San Francisco 
Jon Coutlangus P 2003 4/7/2007 Cincinnati 
Tim Lincecum P 2006 5/6/2007 San Francisco 
Nate Schierholtz OF 2003 6/11/2007 San Francisco 
Brian Bocock SS 2006 3/31/2008 San Francisco 
Steve Holm C 2001/02 4/4/2008 San Francisco 
Clay Timpner OF 2004 4/8/2008 San Francisco 
John Bowker OF 2004 4/12/2008 San Francisco 
Emmanuel Burris SS 2006 4/20/2008 San Francisco 
Alex Hinshaw P 2005 5/15/2008 San Francisco 
Brian Horwitz OF 2004 5/30/2008 San Francisco 
Sergio Romo P 2005 6/26/2008 San Francisco 
Geno Espineli P 2004 7/20/2008 San Francisco 
Ryan Rohlinger 3B 2006 8/13/2008 San Francisco 
Pablo Sandoval C 2005 8/14/2008 San Francisco 
Matt Palmer P 2002 8/16/2008 San Francisco 
Conor Gillaspie 3B 2008 9/9/2008 San Francisco 
Joe Martinez P 2005 4/7/2009 San Francisco 
Jason Waddell P 2001/2002 5/31/2009 Chicago Cubs 
Matt Downs 2B 2006 6/16/2009 San Francisco 
Ryan Sadowski P 2003 6/28/2009 San Francisco 
Waldis Joaquin P 2007 8/4/2009 San Francisco 
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Dan Runzler P 2007/08 9/4/2009 San Francisco
Buster Posey C 2008 9/11/2009 San Francisco
Jesse English P 2006/2007 4/5/2010 Washington
Joe Paterson P 2007 4/2/2011 Arizona
Brandon Crawford SS 2008 5/27/2011 San Francisco
Steve Edlesen P 2007 8/21/2011 San Francisco
Erik Surkamp P 2008 8/27/2011 San Francisco
Brett Pill 1B 2006 9/6/2011 San Francisco
Danny Otero P 2007 4/7/2012 San Francisco
Scott Barnes P 2008 5/30/2012 Cleveland
Ryan Verdugo P 2008 7/17/2012 Kansas City
Thomas Neal OF 2006 9/2/2012 Cleveland
Tyler Graham OF 2007 9/7/2012 Arizona
Jake Dunning P 2010 6/16/2013 San Francisco
Johhny Monell C 2008 9/5/2013 San Francisco
Ehire Adrianza SS 2008 9/8/2013 San Francisco
Seth Rosin P 2010 3/31/2014 Texas Rangers
Joe Panik 2B 2011 6/21/2014 San Francisco
Adam Duvall 3B 2010 6/26/2014 San Francisco
Matt Duffy 2B 2012 8/1/2014 San Francisco
Edwin Escobar P 2010 8/27/2014 Boston
Jackson Williams C 2007 8/27/2014 Colorado
Gary Brown OF 2010 9/3/2014 San Francisco
Chris Dominguez OF 2009 9/3/2014 San Francisco
Kendry Flores P 2011/2012 6/6/2015 Miami
Ryan Lollis OF 2009 7/4/2015 San Francisco
Francisco Peguero OF 2008 8/25/2012 San Francisco
Miguel Gomez C/3B 2015/2016 7/7/2017 San Francisco

Cody Hall P 2011 9/3/2015 San Francisco
Trevor Brown C 2012 9/19/2015 San Francisco
Mac Williamson OF 2012 9/23/2015 San Francisco
Joe Biagini P 2012 4/8/2016 Toronto
Steven Okert P 2012 4/19/2016 San Francisco
Chris Stratton P 2012 5/30/2016 San Francisco
Kelvin Marte P 2008 9/3/2016 Pittsburgh
Jake Smith P 2013 9/7/2016 San Diego
Christian Arroyo SS 2014 4/24/2017 San Francisco
Austin Slater OF 2014 6/2/2017 San Francisco
Ryder Jones 3B 2014 6/24/2017 San Francisco
Dan Slania P 2013 6/30/2017 San Francisco
Reyes Moronta P 2013 9/5/2017 San Francisco
Keury Mella P 2014 9/20/2017 Cincinnati
Tyler Beede P 2014 4/10/2018 San Francisco
Andrew Suarez P 2015 4/11/2018 San Francisco
D. J. Snelten P 2014 4/28/2018 San Francisco
Steven Dugger OF 2015 7/8/2018 San Francisco
Arasmis Garcia C 2014 8/31/2018 San Francisco
Chris Shaw OF 2015 8/31/2018 San Francisco
Brian Reynolds OF 2016 4/20/2019 Pittsburgh
Connor Menez P 2016 7/21/2019 San Francisco
Logan Webb P 2015/2017 8/17/2019 San Francisco
Tyler Rogers P 2013 8/27/2019 San Francisco
Joey Bart C 2018 8/20/2020 San Francisco
Gregory Santos P 2018 4/22/2021 San Francisco
Kervin Castro P 2019 9/7/2021 San Francisco
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Minor League Baseball named the Salem-Keizer
Volcanoes the recipient of the 2019 National “Charles K.
Murphy Patriot Award” for the best Patriotic Tribute out
of 160 minor league teams across the nation.     Jerry
Howard, Founder and Coordinator of the annual
Patriotic Tribute on July 4th, travelled to San Diego,
California in December, 2019 to accept the award at
Baseball Winter Meetings.    In 2018, the Volcanoes were
the National runner-up for the same award after being
named the recipient of the Northwest League of
Professional Baseball “Charles K. Murphy Patriot
Award” in 2017, 2018 and then again in 2019.
 
Jerry said, “I accepted the award on behalf of the
thousands of outstanding men and women of the Armed
Forces we have Thanked, Honored and Saluted during
the past several years, for their service to our country, in
addition to our great sponsors of the event."

 

Volcanoes Win

Charles K. Murphy

Patriot Award
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AMERICA'S FAVORITE
LIGHT LAGER



  

  

John Black - SalemJohn Black - Salem

Andrew Burke - CorvallisAndrew Burke - Corvallis

JP Bustamante - SalemJP Bustamante - Salem

  Alex Chavez - MedfordAlex Chavez - Medford

Mark Coursey - RedmondMark Coursey - Redmond

Mike Emery - SalemMike Emery - Salem

Cecil Felkins - MedfordCecil Felkins - Medford

Tyler Ferguson - SalemTyler Ferguson - Salem

Doug Groat - SalemDoug Groat - Salem

Robert Jamack - The DallesRobert Jamack - The Dalles

Mike Lehman - PortlandMike Lehman - Portland

Ron Pahle - SalemRon Pahle - Salem

Joe Penna - PortlandJoe Penna - Portland

Colin Price - PortlandColin Price - Portland

Kevin Rice - EugeneKevin Rice - Eugene

John Ritacco - SalemJohn Ritacco - Salem

Michael Smith - SalemMichael Smith - Salem

Sean Sparling- SalemSean Sparling- Salem

Jon Thompson - SalemJon Thompson - Salem

Tyler Wall- CorvallisTyler Wall- Corvallis

Garret Wilson - PortlandGarret Wilson - Portland

  

UMPIRESUMPIRES





       Long-time baseball executive Jack Cain was named Commissioner of the Mavericks
Independent Baseball League in January, 2021. Cain has spent over 4 decades in baseball
serving as Team Owner, Senior Advisor, General Manager and League President. 1981
marked Cain’s entry in baseball as owner of the Central Oregon Phillies and, prior to the
season, renamed the team the Bend Phillies. The team became the Bend Bucks in 1987 and
eventually the Bend Rockies in 1992 a name they held until the franchise moved and became
the Portland Rockies in 1995. Cain had phenomenal success in Portland drawing nearly ¼
million fans in each of his first two seasons in the Rose City and set an all-time attendance
record for Class A short season baseball. Success was not limited to the gate as his teams
won the Northwest League Championship in 1997 and Division Championship in 1999.
Jack’s success in Portland was the catapult for AAA baseball’s return to Portland that
ultimately led to ending Cain’s ownership tenure.  The AAA Portland Beavers were quick to
add Cain as their Senior Advisor and Special Assistant and he twice served as the interim
General Manager for the Beavers. For his efforts, Jack was named Northwest League
Executive of the Year on three different occasions and was elected as Northwest League
President, a position he held from 1985-1990. In addition, Cain won the prestigious
Baseball America’s Bob Freitas Award in 1999 for operational excellence and Sporting News’
Executive of the Year honors in 1995. In 2002, Jack and his wife, Mary, were honored by the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and the Portland Rose Festival for their exemplary
dedication and commitment to children, family and community. Jack has always been an
active part of the community, having served on the boards of Portland Youth for Christ,
Salvation Army, Portland Rotary and on the Executive Board of the Old Timers Baseball
Association of Portland. Many area sports fans know him best for his work on the local
gridirons, where he was a high school football official for over 30 years. “I’ve known Jack
since my entry into baseball back in 1989 and a finer gentleman would be hard to find. He
has earned the respect of many in the game and his vast network of relationships he has
built over the years will help jump start the Mavericks League,” said long-time Volcanoes’
team owner Jerry Walker. “We couldn’t be happier to have Jack as the first Mavericks
League Commissioner.”

 

Jack Cain
 

Commissioner of

Mavericks Independent

Baseball League
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              Mavericks League Host Families are one of the most joyful aspects of ourMavericks League Host Families are one of the most joyful aspects of our
operation. Local families open their homes to players who become theiroperation. Local families open their homes to players who become their
Summer Sons. We are grateful to these families who provide food, lodgingSummer Sons. We are grateful to these families who provide food, lodging
and encouragement to our players from all over the Country and even theand encouragement to our players from all over the Country and even the
World. Their stories are important and the relationships meaningful for bothWorld. Their stories are important and the relationships meaningful for both
Host Families and Players. Below are a few comments from our Families.Host Families and Players. Below are a few comments from our Families.

              “From the moment these young men moved into my house they have been“From the moment these young men moved into my house they have been
so kind, courteous, professional, very thankful and eager to help. I am soso kind, courteous, professional, very thankful and eager to help. I am so
impressed with their character and integrity. We have hosted other playersimpressed with their character and integrity. We have hosted other players
from other teams and they all have been such a joy to be around. What afrom other teams and they all have been such a joy to be around. What a
tremendous group of driven professionaltremendous group of driven professional
athletes” Jeff H.athletes” Jeff H.  

            “Have enjoyed the experience! Great trade off to attend games and being“Have enjoyed the experience! Great trade off to attend games and being
able to have peanuts and hot dogs again! Much appreciate being able toable to have peanuts and hot dogs again! Much appreciate being able to
provide shelter for aspiring young men!” Gene and Estelaprovide shelter for aspiring young men!” Gene and Estela

              “Our player is a pleasure to have in our family- he brings his southern“Our player is a pleasure to have in our family- he brings his southern
charm and politeness to our home and has quickly become an enjoyablecharm and politeness to our home and has quickly become an enjoyable
presence in our residence. We are a divided household in that the males reallypresence in our residence. We are a divided household in that the males really
like baseball and the females could take it or leave it, so Caleb has been alike baseball and the females could take it or leave it, so Caleb has been a
bridge - stoking the females’ interest in the sport because now they have abridge - stoking the females’ interest in the sport because now they have a
personal reason to be go to games and root on their favorite player!” Paul S.personal reason to be go to games and root on their favorite player!” Paul S.

              “As a young teenager, I attended the opening game at Volcanoes Stadium“As a young teenager, I attended the opening game at Volcanoes Stadium
in 1997. I have fond memories with my parents and fellow teammates. Now, asin 1997. I have fond memories with my parents and fellow teammates. Now, as
an adult who still loves baseball, I want to support young men with a passionan adult who still loves baseball, I want to support young men with a passion
for the game.for the game.    My wife and I attended the first Maverick’s league game and getMy wife and I attended the first Maverick’s league game and get
to spend the summer watching the player we host enjoy the sport he loves.to spend the summer watching the player we host enjoy the sport he loves.
Much like our lifelong love for baseball, the player we are hosting will alwaysMuch like our lifelong love for baseball, the player we are hosting will always
be a part of our family.” Brad and Ryan B.be a part of our family.” Brad and Ryan B.

Mavericks League Host FamiliesMavericks League Host Families
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       “We were hesitant at first because we didn’t know what to expect, but, at
the encouragement of a friend who has hosted for years, we signed up. I’m so
glad we took the leap of faith! Our player Travis is such a great match for our
family. He’s friendly, respectful, a great communicator and always willing to
help. He would be a great role model for younger kids, teens and athletes
especially about the importance of education, how to be a good teammate and
the importance of commitment. It’s also been fun having access to the games.
We’ve definitely enjoyed attending Volcanos games before but it always
involved planning ahead and buying tickets. Now we sometimes we find
ourselves with a free afternoon or evening and decide to pop down to catch a
game. Let me tell you it’s also extra fun having a specific player to cheer for.
We haven’t regretted it for a single moment of this journey. My friend put it
this way: There’s some kid that really all he wants to do is play ball. It’s his
passion. He’s a good kid. He needs somewhere to sleep and someone to
remind him to eat high calorie meals with lots of protein so he doesn’t drop
weight. Seriously. We loved having those boys and I’m sad we can’t do it right
now. She was 100% right. We love having our “son for the summer” and I
know we will miss him when the season is over”. Jen D.

       “Being a host family is extremely rewarding and a win for all involved.
Supporting a player on his path to his dream is exciting, extending support for
the great sport of baseball in our community is extremely important! Fun
family entertainment is so important; for our families, the players and above
all the community. Be a host family and be a part of a great team!” Amy C.

Mavericks League Host FamiliesMavericks League Host Families

We are always looking for more Host Homes. 
Please, if you are interested and would like more information, 

contact Judy Fromherz at 503.569.3304 or judy.fromherz@gmail.com
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One of the first, of many, players who played in the Mavericks League
that moved on closer to obtaining their dream of playing 

in the Major Leagues.

Logan Dubbe
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